
georgia wilderness society
276 peachtree circle
warner robins ga 31088

 If you're not a member of the Georgia Wilderness Society, Inc we would love to have you join! Membership 
entitles you to our newsletter, and participation in trips.

 name_________________________________________________    date __________________

 street ________________________________________________

 city_____________________ state _____________ zip _______

 home phone (      ) ______________________   work phone (      ) ________________________

 e-mail _________________________________        [  ]  Save a tree! newsletter via e-mail

 membership dues per 12 months, please check one:

 [ ] individual $20                      [ ] family $30

 [ ]  full time college or vocational student $10         name of school: ________________________

                        Please return with check to:      Georgia Wilderness Society
                                                                          1927 Thomas Drive
                                                                          Macon GA 31201
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A non-profit organization of backpackers, canoeists, and citizens concerned with 
the preservation of and the enjoyment of wilderness areas everywhere.

2201 Kingsley Drive, Macon GA 31204
kathy.stege@cox.net

Kathy Stege, President
Curt Cole, Tim Gunter, John Houser, Joe Mangum, Bud Queen - Directors

Chris Bryson- Vice President; Anne Hoyt- Treasurer; David Farrier- Secretary

www.georgiawildernesssociety.org
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9 June is Anne Hoyt's 80th birthday, and we salute her! She joined GWS in 1980 and 
has been the treasurer for almost the entire time since then. She has given so much to us!

Anne was busy raising five sons and one daughter, and though the family did a lot of 
outdoor activities, so she didn't have time to do much herself until they were grown. Her 
family stills loves the outdoors like she does, and are having her 80th birthday party 
camping on Cumberland Island.

Anne has hiked all the Appalachian Trail in Georgia except for 14 miles. Her now 
deceased husband Hugh was hiking it, and kept encouraging her until she gave in and 
began backpacking at the age of 50. Every time she’d get done with a backpack, she'd 
swear she wouldn’t do it again (until Hugh would start planning the next one and she'd 
get enthused again!)

Anne's not able to hike anymore, but still goes on GWS canoe trips. Her 16 year old 
grandson is her favorite tandem partner because "he paddles better than lots of grown 
men". He bought a boat instead of a car when he turned 16. Not surprising, seeing the 
stock he comes from.

Anne bakes the turkey, gravy, and dressing for the Christmas party every year. She 
cooks as well as she canoes! Thank you, Anne, thank you for everything. You embody 
my goal of what I want for my next 30 years.

Anne Hoyt and 
friends on the 
Alapaha canoe trip
May 2-3
Trip leaders John 
Houser and Paula 
Davis
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tJun 16 (Tuesday) Membership meeting, see details below
Jul 3-5 (Fri-Sun) Backpacking Citco Creek TN, Kathy Stege (478 955-3422)
Jul 11 (Saturday) Musella, bicycling and ice cream, Margaret Clay (478 742-2852)
Aug 8 (Saturday) Bicycling near Barnesville, Tom Payne (770 358-4579)
Aug 15 (Saturday) Picnic, optional camping, Lake Sinclair, Kathy Stege (478 955-3422)
Sep 3-6 (Thu-Sun) Sapelo Island, waiting list, Bud Queen (478 992-9063)
Sep 12-14 (Sat-Mon) Appalachian Trail in Georgia, Joe Mangum (478 452-6920)
Sep 18-20 (Fri-Sun) Car camping Dockerly Lake Bonnie Gehling (478 956-6973)
Sep 26 (Sat) Picnic, potluck, Dick and Rusty George (478 471-1315)
Oct 3-4 (Sat-Sun) Canoe Oconee River above Dublin, Joe Mangum (478 452-6920)
Oct 17-18 (Sat-Sun) Canoe Augusta Canal, Curt Cole (770-946-3405)
Oct 20 (Tuesday) Membership meeting, Museum of Arts and Sciences (478 955-3422)

Nov 6-8 (Fri-Sun) Pine Mountain dayhike and car camp Bonnie Gehling (478 956-6973)
Nov 13-17 Canoe Oconee River below Dublin, Tom Payne (770-358-4579)
Nov 27-29 (Fri-Sun) Ohoopee R, Post turkey day canoe John Houser (478 987-5824)

June Meeting features trees
For our June meeting, we will stroll the grounds of the Museum of Arts and Sciences in 
Macon with a focus on the trees. Join us at 7:30 on Tuesday the 16th and bring a friend. If 
the weather does not cooperate, we will meet inside the auditorium.

Towaliga River, April 19, 2009, by Bud and Niki Queen
It was overcast and cool when 13 GWS members launched their boats to paddle the 

narrow 8 ½-mile white-water section of the Towaliga River from High Falls State Park to 
the Highway 42 bridge. Although rain was predicted later in the day our picnic was cut 
short when it sprinkled briefly around noon. Except for two tandem canoes with Garland 
and Susan and Niki and Beth the participants were all in solo kayaks and canoes. 
Remembering the Towaliga's shallow river bed last year we were relieved to see the water 
was up. Even with higher water Beth and Niki managed to jam their canoe on a rock and sit 
high and dry. While they tried repeatedly to dislocate their canoe from the rock Niki's 
husband smilingly took pictures. Sky and Dave, two kayakers, watched attentively from 
below. A gallant Wyne Etheredge saved the day when he yanked the canoe off the rock 
with one jerk. Susan and Garland also had an adventure when they capsized and got wet in 
one of the rapids. The tandem canoers reminded the grinning solo boaters that running 
rapids in tandem canoe is MUCH more challenging. 

There was a magical explosion of new green leaves on the shrubs and trees. Golden rod, 
wild azaleas flowers and mountain laurel buds lined the shore. As always the good 
company, the exciting rapids, the pristine beauty and tranquil remoteness did their magic. 
A good time was had by all. 

Another section of the Towaliga, May 16-17, 2009, with Niki & Bud Queen
Eleven GWS members and friends paddled the two-day 17-mile Towaliga River canoe 

trip from Hwy 42 to Juliette, GA. The weather was cloudy and cool. The water clear and 
higher than normal. Blossoms of honeysuckle, golden rod, wild azaleas, white mountain 
laurel and privet lined the shore. To our delight we inhaled the sweet fragrance of privet and 
honeysuckle throughout the trip. Above us a channel of grey clouds drifted between the tree 
banks. Tiny birds, mallard and wood ducks, Canada geese and deer appeared and 
disappeared among the shrubs.

We pitched our tents on a large sandbar about nine miles downstream. Some socialized 
while others waded in the cool water. A breeze lifted our hair when occasional dark clouds 
rolled in. After dinner we relaxed around a blazing camp fire. There was a light sprinkle of 
rain when we went to bed.

Except for a large tree-fall that required a portage, the paddle out was easy and relaxed 
the next morning. The trip participants were Chris, Susan, Garland, Kurt, Irene, Rob, Kerry, 
Wayne, Basil, Bud and Niki.

Ocmulgee River Canoe Trip, May 23, with Bud and Niki Queen
There was a 60% chance of rain and thunderstorms. It drizzled as we drove to the put in 

at Juliette, GA. One person canceled. Do we cancel too? An eight-mile canoe run could be 
long and uncomfortable in a driving rain. The rain stopped. The clouds lightened up. The 
river was up, clear and beautiful. Ten paddlers, all of us paddling solo, unloaded our canoes 
and kayaks. Of course we were going! Especially when we heard two canoers drove from 
Columbus and one from Warner Robbins who’d never kayaked. One person (not the one 
who was new to kayaking) turned over. It was right at the put in. The water was so deep and 
swift he had a 10-minute swim before getting back in his kayak. We had a great run down 
the five-foot drop at Dames Ferry. A couple took creative routes. Except for a five-minute 
sprinkle it was overcast and cool. Perfect for paddling. To our delight a bald eagle circled 
above us near Falling Rock Creek. Osprey called to each other and turtles scattered off the 
rocks and logs as we approached.

Trip participants were Paul, Debbie, Jim, John, Dean, Gus, Kerry, Rob, Niki and Bud.

GWS business cards available
Help us spread the word by giving GWS business cards to your friends and 

people you meet on the trail! Request your free cards from the Editor at the address 
on the front of the newsletter, (478-923-8967), or farrier@iglou.com. 


